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_U·NITED.STATE_S ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. AGENCY 
REGION IX 

. 75· Hawthorne Stre,t . 
~ri Francisco, CA 94105-3901 

. ' 

November 30,_ 2009 

Joanne Yvanek-G.arb · 
FX-6 Personal Privacy 

Dear Co~unity.fy!ernber: 

In December 2008, ari· EPA. fact sheet announced tbe avail~bility ·qf the Technical Assistance · 
· Services for ·Commupities (T ASC) program for its work at the S~_ta Sys~a Field Laboratory, 
(SSFL ). The_. T A.S~ is f~nded ap~ managed under a It<,itio11al EPA cop tract,., and provides an 
independent· ·enyirorunental . expert to · assist the commlID.i-cy to. undei-~tand EPA' s work and 
provide inpu_t imq· t}1e·p/ocess.· . . 

. . - . . . . 

·Initially, · two groups mad~ formal expiessions of interest m r~ceiving T ASC services,' followed 
later. -bye a' lhir4 gi:oup. Thrtmgh muii~rous discussions with various active members of the 

• , • f • I , , , • , 

community, EPA)eamed that th~re. was ·opposition to TASC. . . . . · 

On May 27/ i009, _aTASC.infonnational meeting was attended by a-TASC COT/,tractor and mat)y 
cominu~ty inerqbers ·who .expresse9: strongly-h~ld. cippos.ing v~ewpoints. ·Wij.ite some attendees 
supported . 'f ASC an~ "wanted to receive TASC services, oth~rs were opposed to T ASC being 

· made ~vail~ble. to. any .group. · · · · 
, ..•.. •; :,'f. ,,. '' •, . 

. . . . ·· . . 
~ome ittendees.q4,.~~ti~~~4 th~._TAS,C program's ability to find an in.~~PS:P.dent techn.ical advisor 
_sµfficieritly· qu,~~~~~q tR _ttvi~vi'.the. highJ_y t,echni~al radtologi~al __ documents. Oth¢rs·'.claimed that 
th'e existing S$f.L Intef~geqcy Workgtoup was suffici~nt ~Q_ m~et tJieir nbeds and protested the 
additional meetings (hey woutd hay.e to ~iterio. Soine were con~·emed. Jhat TASC _would not be 
focused or EP,i/s . work": blit . oh long-,cJ.~bated sources ·or th~ origin.al. coiltapiination \ and 
challenges about_ ~l~jpi~d p"ast health µnpacts. . 

EPA sperit co_µsiderable time ·considering all of the co~eiJ,ts rec_eived at th.e imo~~tiorial 
·1neeting,: apd:,throµgh ' phol)e. ca,)is _and direct conversatio~.~: EPA attempted to find a process to 
provide .T ASC._serr1ces th~t wai i.ii:clusive' of various perspectives wbi.le actdressing concerns. 

. ' . . . . . . ..• ,: ·. ·f· . ·'··· . . . . . . . . . . ·. . 

.. . Baseq :qn ~igaji}.£AA.t ~PBes}lte>.n tq· T i\.~C. EP ~ RegiQ~. P<. _h~~--:~~cid~d not . to . provide TASC 
. servi2es=for itf raqfologibif s~5'ey wc;,f~ af the 'S~fL; ·at" the_pr~s¢nt tim~. EPA.remains open to 

provip_in:g :r ASC~ service~· if .an' approptfate proc~_~s can ·be est;iblish~d or potentially fo lded into 
. ' the publi'c ·p;i~i6lp~(fon effort~ of the State agency that has lead responsibility for the cleanup, 

DTSC. 
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EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia-Bakarich, is currently on extended Family Leave. 
For questions about the TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For 
questions about EPA' s community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA's toll-free message line, 800-231-3075, or via e-'mail at 
cooper. david@epa.gov. 

David Cooper 
Community Involvement Coordinator 
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